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Messages 
For Orchestra 
Dániel Péter Biró 
(2021-2022/2025) 
 
Instrumentation 

Piccolo  
Flute 
Oboe 
Cor Anglais 
E Flat Clarinet 
Bass Clarinet 
Bassoon 
4 Horns in F 
2 Trombones 
Timpani 
2 Percussionists  
(Timpani, Woodblock, Snare Drum, Bass Drum, 3 Tom-Toms) 
Harp 
Strings  



Messages for orchestra was originally written in 2001-2002 and 
premiered at a reading session of the New Jersey Symphony at 
Princeton University on May 8, 2002. 
The first piece is dedicated to Sándor Toth, a Hungarian philosopher 
and family friend, who survived the Buchenwald concentration camp 
and communist labor camps in Romania.  Despite his experiences, he 
always longed to go back to Romania. This piece is written in his 
memory. 
Aliah means “ascension” in Hebrew. The word also refers to being 
called up to read the prayer before reading the Hebrew Bible in the 
Jewish Torah reading ceremony. Here certain phrases emulate the 
sound of Jewish cantillation melodies. 
Yeridah means “descension” In Hebrew. In certain contexts, the word 
can mean “betrayal” and even “downfall.” This movement reacts to the 
second movement in terms of its inversion of its musical gesture and 
expression.  
A Matryoshka is a Russian nesting doll. Here overlapping heterophonic 
layers integrate and recontextualize material from previous 
movements. 
Dániel Péter Biró 
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Piccolo

Flute

Oboe

Cor Anglais

Clarinet in Eb

Bass Clarinet
in Bb

Bassoon 1

Bassoon 2

Horn 1 in F

Horn 2 in F

Horn 3 in F

Horn 4 in F

Trumpet in D

Trumpet in C

Trombone 1

Trombone 2

Bass Trombone

Tuba

Timpani

Percussion 1

Percussion 2

Harp

Violin I Solo

Violin II Solo

Viola

Violoncello

Double Bass
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1. Message to Sándor Toth

Messages
Dániel Péter Biró
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B. Cl.
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Hn. 1
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Clarinet in Eb
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Trombone 1

Trombone 2

Bass Trombone
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Timpani
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Stands 5-8
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Stands 1-4

Violin II
Stands 5-8
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